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  The Evangelical Lutheran Church of St. John

                      N1916 Church Road

            Peshtigo, Wisconsin 54157-9673

        Pastor Sargent 920-228-1061
10/08/2020
Dear members of St. John,

What do you think? Jesus put this question to the crowd listening to him in the Temple, especially the Jewish leaders who were out to get him.  Just before this question, the chief priests and the elders had questioned Jesus’ right to teach in the temple.  “By what authority are you doing these things? Who gave you this authority?” Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things.  John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?” They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’  But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” So, they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”  Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.  (Matthew 21:23-27)  

“We don’t’ know” was the coward’s way out.  Jesus confronted their cowardice.  He asked another question. “What do you think?”  In the text we have for Sunday’s message (Matthew 21:28-32) Jesus uses the Parable of the Two Sons to teach us a valuable lesson.   He asks us the same question.  “What do you think?”  Jesus himself answers the question for us.  God’s will is not done by the perfect by the repentant.  Come and join us for worship and this message from Jesus.      

Bible Study:
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The third recording of the Bible Study will be posted on our YouTube page Sunday morning 12 October, 2020. We will complete lesson 2 called The Christian in Today’s Political Environment.    Copies of the Bible Study are on the Website in the newsletter section and copies for each week’s lesson will be available at the Sunday Worship service on the table in the entrance.  Please join Pastor for that Bible Study.  
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Nathan Sargent will speak to the Congregation this Sunday about the Food Drive.   The food drive collection will be for non-perishable food items as well as Thanksgiving cards to donate before Thanksgiving. Nathan will be asking members of St. John, as well as families of St. John’s school to, consider donating whatever items they are able to. A bin for collecting donations will be available Sunday in the narthex and at School.  Any questions or suggestions about the food drive can be directed to Nathan via cell 920-562-7123, or email sargentnr17@gmail.com.

Organ Repair and Upgrade:  
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Fabry Pipe Organs began on Tuesday 29 September.  The following work is be done.
 Furnish and install an 8 Trompette rank.

1. Administer corrective voicing and trouble shoot any problems.

2. Furnish and install a new Tremulant unit.

3. Paint all 33 façade pipes in satin gold.

Note: There has been a delay in getting the paint for the pipes.  The work is scheduled to be complete next week.  
Livestreaming Volunteers:   
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We are looking for volunteers to help with the 8:30 service livestream broadcast.  This is not a complicated program but needs volunteers who would be willing to learn to turn on the computer and press the needed buttons to start the live feed and move the camera during the service.  Please contact Pastor is you are interested.
Worship

We will worship with no more than 100 people in attendance for each service.  At this time, we will not need to sign up before services because we have not gone beyond the occupancy limit.  If that happens, we will go to the sign up again. 
Mask Mandate: 

The Governor has issued a State-wide Mask Mandate for all public indoor meetings.  We will be following this mandate during worship services.  If you do not have a mask one can be provided for you by an usher.  

Note:  Those with medical conditions or other sensory sensitivities that prevent someone from being able to wear a mask may be exempt according to the Mandate.  

· There will be two services on Sunday at 8:30 and 10:00.  
· We will worship with no more than 100 people in attendance for each service.

· We will have portions of the church pews partitioned off to accommodate social distancing. Please be sure to sit only in the apportioned sections.  Ushers will guide you to your seat of choice.

· No hymnals will be used.  All service materials will be printed in the church bulletin, handed out to each member by an usher wearing a mask and gloves.  

· We will not be passing offering plates in the worship service but will have them at the doors of the sanctuary where you may drop your offering.

· When church is over you will be ushered out.  Please don’t get up and leave on your own. That will make it difficult to keep proper social distancing. 
· We are requiring that everyone wear a facemask and please remember social distancing.  
Social Interaction

In order to maintain responsible social distancing, we are strongly encouraging the following:

· No physical contact: handshakes, hugs, fist bumps, etc.

· No gathering within church for socializing either before or after services. 

· At this time all other church events, Bible Study, Sunday School, Ladies Aid and Quilting (etc.) will be on hold.
· If you are not feeling well or have concerns about your own health, you do not need to attend.  We will continue with the Livestreaming service at 8:30. If you would like to receive private communion at home please contact Pastor Sargent.

http://www.facebook.com/The-Evangelical-Lutheran-Church-of-St-John-Town-of-Grover-WELS-100389558275581/       

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJ8tkCadzLHuxGWLhovgl8Q
Pastor Daniel Sargent
